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The Devil of Deptfo2d. 
Being a true Relation of the ſtrange Diſturbances, Ludicrcus Feats,and Ma- 

Iicious Pranks of an Evil Spirit in the Houſe of Mr, G. living in Back- 

Lane at Deptford near London, in April and May, 1695. 
The Truth whereof 1s known, and can be atteſted by 
a great number of the Inhabitant» of that Town. 
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T Houe the Sadduces and Atheiſts of this Age have the confident vanity to deny 
the Being of Spirits, and affirm that all the Stories concerning them, and 
the Fears performed by them, are either Fabulous, or elſe are to be aſcribed only 
to Natural Cauſes; yet their fond Opinions have been undeniably confuted by ſe 
veral Learned and Ingenious Men. 
And as the Examples of former Ages, ſo the PFrodigious Accidents that have 
happened in theſe, and ſome of our Neighbouring Nations, make it evident be- 
yond contradiction, that there are Evil Spirits or evils, which do infeſt this low- 
er World ; and of which we have a freſh convincing Argument in the following 
Inſtance : All the particulars whereof were acted, not in the Dark, or art Midnight, 
but at Nocn-day in the face of the Sun, ir the Sight of a gteat many Perſons ; 
and the effects thereof were felt by divers of the Family. 
I will nor pretend to give an Account of every little Accident that happened, 

but only relate choſe that were moſt obſervable, 2nd occurred to the Memory fof 
- the Parties concerned therein 3; which take as follows 

. Upon Satwraday, April 25, 1699. at the Honſe of Mr. G. a Gentleman well 
known, living in Back: Lane, at Deptford in Kent, about Twelve a Clock at Noon, 
2 Stone was thrown againſt the Parlour Window next to the Street, which break- 
ing the Glaſs came into the Room. The Boys that were in the Street were charg- 
ed with doing it, but they all denyed it; when inſtantly another Scone 
was thrown, which broke the Glaſs likewiſe, and fell into the Room : Soon after 
for many days together 2 great number of Stones were thrown 2gainſt the back and 
fide Windows next the Garden, ſeeming to come from the Fields behind 3 which 
batcered rhe Glaſs and Lead in ſuch a ſtrange manner as if torn and reat with a 
florw of Wind or Hail. The Stones till continuing to be thrown, the window 
ſhutcers were put ro; but then the battery ſeemed to be renewed with more 
fury, and one of the Shutters was thatrered to pieces with a great Stone. Ar 
length they nailed up ſtrong deal Boards on the outfide of the broken Windows; 
aſter which the Diflurbance ceaſed from withovt, but began within the Houſe. 
One time all the China Cups and Glafles were removed from the Mantle-piece in 
the Parlour, and ſet on the Floor, Art another time feveral Earthen Plates and 
Diſhes were broken to ſhievers, which being laid coperther by tlie Genrie woman 
were thrown at them with great force, (ov that they were ovliged to carry them 
out of the Houſe : Several Pewter Plates were feen to coine out of the Kirchia, be- 
low Stairs, into the Paricur of themfelves:; 5nlron keater moved up Stairs 19to 
the Bedchamber, and was thrown at tie Gentlewomans head, ftrifting her under 
the Ear ſo hard that the Blood came ; and while ſhe was furprized at the biow, it 
roſe agzin from the Floor, and ſtruck her on the other fide of the Head. After 
this the Maid catries it into the Garden, and about an hour afcer they beins at dig- 
ner, the fame Heater was ſeen by the CentTeman to come in at the Partour door, 
and {truck his wife the third time vpon her Collar-bons, which pain'd her acontt 
derable time. A ſmall Kuvlet or Barrei of avout 4 Gallons came out of the Cel- 
lar, to the Stair heads a Gentleman being *' *& kickt it down again, ue the 
Maid going down ſoon aiter, mer the Cask wining up again, with the Head up- 
permoſt ; and the Cask was {cen to move by the Gentleman of the Houſe, and 
another alter it came op: A Cindle aad Candleſtick being lefc in the Dining 
Room, which was locked, was throwa up Stairs, and they looking out ar tlie 


noiſe tound ir there, and yer tie Door continued locked as before: A large Bools 
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was throwndown 2 Pair of Stairs : Pare of a Loaf of Bread was coave yed from 
its place, and after long ſearch was at laſt found hid uader a Kettle in the Cellar : 
Some Butter in a Pan was thrown into the Dirc, and the Pan broke to pieces: A 
liztle Book came of it ſelf out of a Drawer in the Chamber, and crofling the Room 
about ewo foot from the Ground, hovering all the way as if blown along, fell ar 
the Gentlewomans feet 3 who carryed it back to the fame place, but (aw it int- 
mediately come out 'of the Drawer again and approach her. This was repeated 
5 times ſucceſſively, ſhe carrying it back, and that till returning again ; till ar 
Jength ic was gone out of the Drawer ſhe knew not how nor where 3 but fome- 
time after found it in the Corner of a Cloſet. A Hat and Hatcaſe likewiſe march: 
ed about che Room without Human aid : A ſmall ſtool rife from the ground. 
and fell upon a Cheſt of Drawers, and after ſome time jumpt off again, and ſtood 
upon the feet as before : Candles, Tobacco Pipes, and an Head-Block were 
likewtſe moved abour viſibly without hands : And ſome Sauſages or Links being 
carryed up ſtairs for ſecurity, on a ſudden began to be on their march down Stairs z 
2 young Maid ſeeing them ſtir, cryed out, Srop the Links, and ſtrove to catch them, 
but they were too nimble for her. and became inſtantly inviſible 3 but upon firict 
ſearch were found in acorner of the Cellar all over dirty; however being well 
waſhed and fryed, the Gentleman and his Wife made their Suppers on them, and 
found no inconvenience ; though they were diſlwaded therefrom fince it was not 
known through what infernal hands they had paſſed : The Gentlewoman one time 
opening her Trunk where her Cloaths lay, ſomething ſeemed to heave them up, 
as if a Cat had been underneath : The like accident happened co the Maids Trunk 
and Cloaths, though nothing was to be found. The Linnen likewiſe in the Cheſt 
of Drawers was often rumpled, tho” laid never ſo ſmooth ; and one day the whole 
Cheſt of Drawers was turn'd with the bottom upwards. The Beds, tho' made in 
the morning, would be diſorder'd, and the Cloths thrown off 2 or 3 times in a day, 
and the Pillows carried down Stairs. | 

The Gentleman walking in his Garden with his hands behind him had a Stone 
thrown therein; and the Gentlewoman ſeeing a Stone coming toward her 
catcht it with her hand : They were often truck with the Srones, but wicthour 
much damage. Ir is computed there were no leſs than a Thouſand Stones thrown 
into and about the Hoafe, within theMonth wherein this Diſturbance continued- 


They ſet watches about the Streets, Fields and Gardens adjacent to obſerve 
whether any perſon was ſeen to throw them, but they could perceive none; and 
yet at that ſame time the Stones were ſeen to flie againſt the Houle as faſt as bee 


fore. 
Ar firſt the Gentleman got ſome Friends to fit up all Night, Praying and 


Reading ; but in a ſew Days they obſerved that the Noiſe ceaſed every Night 
about Eleven a Clock, and began again about Eight Next Morning, ſo that no- 
thing diſturbed their Reſt. They alſo found in the Day time, that che more 
Company they had the leſs they were troubled. 

* Some Reverend Divines were there to enquire into the particulars of this 
ſtrange Diſturbance, and were fully ſatisfied that it could be only the effe&t of 
- "——_ and Supernatural Power, and altogether anaccoumable to Humane 

eaſon. 
This Diſturbance began about Ten Days afcer one Perſon came into the Fa- 
mily,who continued there about five weeks,and then weat away; the very ſame day 
all the Diſturbance ceaſed, and all has continued quiet, without the leaſt noiſe 
or trouble ever ſince. 
1f anv defire to be ſatisfied of the Truth of this Account, the whole 
town ot Deptford, almoſt, will be Vouchers tor the reality thereof ; and the 
Ruins that this Infernal Battery has made on the Windows are {till viſible to any 
that will pleaſe to viſit the Houle. | 
And what can we now imagine our Witty Infidels will obje& againſt rhis plain | 
matter] of Fact, or how can they deny Inviſible Powers, when che Eftects of chem 
are (o apparent. We may therefore conclude that they only pretend ro be Un- 
believers in their own defence ; and fince their Lewd Lives make them doubr- 
ful of obtaining Eternal Happineſs, they firive to fortifie their Minds againif 
all the Arguments offered to prove a future Judgment : And becauſe chey live like 
Brutes, only gratifying their finful Luſts and Appetites, they hope, ard would 
er{wade themſelves they ſhall likewiſe Die like Beaſts. But ler chem remem- 
ber chere is nothing more certain than, That fer all theſe things God mill bring then 


into Judgment, 
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